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Isu penukaran agama bawah umur secara sepihak

Usul pinda enakmen diteliti

Menteri Besar
kaji kertas
pembentangan
sebelum

rujuk semula
Sultan Selangor

Oleh Norzamira Che Noh
bhnews@bh.com.my

Shah Alam: Usul pindaan Enak-
men Pentadbiran Agama Islam
(Negeri Selangor) mengenai penu-
karan agama bawah umur secara
sepihak akan dibincangkan de-
ngan teliti kerana ia membabitkan
Perlembagaan Persekutuan sebe-
Tum dibentangkan semula.
Menteri Besar, Amirudin Sha-
ri, berkata Sultan Selangor
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
juga sedang meneliti kertas pem-
bentangan itu dan beliau akan
merujuk kembali kepada baginda
selepas rundingan bersama se-
mua ketua parti selesai termasuk
pada peringkat Persekutuan.
“Kita akan merujuk dan ber-
bincang mengenai perkara ini de-
ngan teliti kerana ia rancangan
serta aturan pihak berkuasa aga-
ma dan buat masa ini semua se-
dang berbincang mengenainya.
“Selepas perbincangan selesai,
baru kita fikirkan langkah se-
terusnya termasuk bila ia akan
dibentangkan,” katanya kepada
media selepas Majlis Sambutan
Ajdiladha 2019 di kediaman ras-

0

i

bt |

Amirudin beramah mesra bersama tetamu pada Majlis Sambutan Aidiladha di kediaman rasmi Menteri Besar,

di Shah Alam, semalam.

mi Menteri Besar, di sini, sema-
lam.

Amirudin berkata, menjadi ke-
laziman Sultan Selangor meneliti
dan mendengar pandangan da-
ripada beberapa pihak berhu-
bung isu itu, bukan disebabkan
pertemuan dengan empat EXCO
sebelum ini.

Beliau berkata, perkara berke-
naan perlu dibincangkan dalam
lingkungan rangka Perlembaga-
an dan pihaknya mahu ia me-
ngikut rangka undang-undang
dan Perlembagaan.

“Ada beberapa pandangan dan
penafsiran terhadap enakmen
ini, justeru kerangka itu akan
kita lihat secara keseluruhan ser-
ta bukan hanya soal ibudan bapa,
tetapi semangat yang ada dalam
Perlembagaan serta niat terha-
dap pindaan dan lain-lain.

“Justeru, ada baiknya ia tidak
dibentangkan pada hari itu (si-
dang Dewan Undangan Negeri)
kerana ia memberi ruang untuk
kita berbincang secara terperinci
mengenai isu ini,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Amirudin ber-

(Foto Saddam Yusoff /BH)

kata, beliau akan merujuk ke-
pada empat EXCO yang meng-
hadap Sultan Selangor pada
Khamis lalu kerana beliau tidak
terbabit dalam pertemuan itu.

Khamis lalu, empat EXCO Se-
langor yang menghadap Sultan
Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin Id-
ris Shah di Istana Bukit Kaya-
ngan ialah Datuk Teng Chang
Khim, V Ganabatirau, Hee Loy
Sian dan Ng Sze Han, dipercayai
berhubung isu usul pindaan un-
dang-undang pemelukan agama
Islam di Selangor.
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Selangor teliti kertas pembentangan
usul pindaan tukar agama bawah umur

Shah Alam: Perbincangan
teliti berhubung usul pinda-
an Enakmen Pentadbiran
Agama Islam (Negeri Selang-
or) dalam penukaran agama
bawah umur secara sepihak
akan diadakan sebelum di-
bentangkan semula.

Menteri Besar Amirudin
Shari berkata, ini berikutan
perkara berkenaan mem-
babitkan Perlembagaan
Persekutuan.

Katanya, Sultan Selangor,
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris
Shah sedang meneliti kertas
pembentangan itu.

“Saya akan rujuk semula
kepada Baginda selepas run-

dingan bersama semua ke-
tua parti selesai termasuk di
peringkat Persekutuan.

“Kami berbincang menge-
nai perkara ini dengan teliti
kerana ia adalah rancangan
serta aturan pihak berkuasa
agama dan buat masa ini se-
mua sedang berbincang me-
ngenainya,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
kepada pemberita pada Ma-
jlis Sambutan Hari Raya Aidil
Adha 2019 di kediaman ras-
mi Menteri Besar, semalam.

Beliau berkata, selepas
perbincangan selesai, pi-
haknya akan memikirkan
langkah seterusnya terma-

suk tarikh perkara itu akan
dibentangkan.

“Sudah menjadi kelazi-
man Baginda Sultan Selang-
or meneliti serta mendengar
pandangan daripada bebe-
rapa pihak dan bukan di-
sebabkan oleh pertemuan
dengan empat Exco sebelum
ini,” katanya.

Katanya, perkara berke-
naan perlu dibincangkan da-
lam lingkungan rangka per-
lembagaan dan sudah pasti
pihaknya juga mahu mengi-
kut rangka undang-undang
dan perlembagaan.

“Ada beberapa pandangan
serta penafsiran terhadap

enakmen ini. Justeru, ke-
rangka itu akan kita lihat
secara keseluruhan dan bu-
kan hanya soal ibu dan bapa,
tetapi semangat yang ada da-
lam perlembagaan serta niat
terhadap pindaan.

“Ada baiknya tidak diben-
tangkan hari itu (sidang
DUN) kerana ia memberi ru-
ang untuk kita berbincang
secara terperinci mengenai
isu ini,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, katanya,
beliau akan merujuk kepada
empat Exco vang mengha-
dap Sultan Selangor, Khamis
lalu kerana tidak terbabitda-
lam pertemuan berkenaan.

Powered by: @isentia




Headline Bincang, teliti enakmen sebel
MediaTitle Kosmo

Date 13 Aug 2019

Section Negara

Page No 17

Language Malay

Journalist N/A

Frequency Daily

um bentang

Color Full Color
Circulation 155,996
Readership 467,988
ArticleSize 167 cm?2
AdValue RM 4,351
PR Value RM 13,052

Bincang, teliti enakmen sebelum bentang

SHAH ALAM - Pindaan
Enakmen Pentadbiran
Agama Islam (Negeri Sela-
ngor) akan dibincangkan
semula dengan teliti teru-
tama melibatkan perkara-
perkara dan penafsiran
berkaitan Perlembagaan
Persekutuan.

Menteri Besar Selangor,
Amirudin Shari berkata,
Sultan Selangor, Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah juga sedang
meneliti kembali pembentangan ker-
tas tersebut.

Menurutnya, memang kelaziman
Sultan Sharafuddin melihat segenap
aspek dan mendengar pandangan
semua pihak (berhubung pindaan
tersebut).

“Setelah perundingan dengan

AMIRUDIN

semua pimpinan parti di
Selangor termasuk Perse-
kutuan, saya akan meru-
juk kembali kepada Sultan
Sharafuddin.

“Bagi saya ada baiknya

(dibentangkan) hari itu
(sidang Dewan Undangan
Negeri) bagi memberi ru-
ang untuk kita bincang
dengan lebih terperinci ter-
hadap persoalan ini,” katanya ketika
ditemui selepas Majlis Sambutan
Hari Raya Aidiladha di sini semalam.

Amirudin mengulas perkemban-
gan pindaan berkenaan yang men-
jadi polemik politik di Selangor se-
hingga timbul isu undi tidak percaya
dan penyingkiran Speaker DUN
Selangor, Ng Suee Lim.

perkara ini tidak dibawa -

Amirudin bagaimanapun tidak
menyatakan sama ada pindaan -
enakmen itu akan dibentangkan
pada sesi DUN akan datang atau
sebaliknya.

Menjawab pertanyaan mengapa
isu tersebut dibangkitkan semasa
pentadbiran beliau, Amirudin me-
negaskan ada beberapa pertimban-
gan perlu dilihat kerana melibatkan
perancangan serta penyusunan dari-
pada pihak berkuasa agama.

Mengulas mengenai intipati perte-
muan empat Exco Selangor dengan
Sultan Sharafuddin, beliau men-
jawab:

“Saya tak terlibat dalam perte-
muan itu jadi saya harus rujuk kem-
bali (empat exco). Sekarang cuti
dan saya harus teliti balik mengenai
perbincangan itu,” jelasnya.
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Headline Rujuk Sultan

indaan Enakmen
P Pentadbiran Agama

Islam  (Negeri
Selangor) membabitkan
penafsiran berkaitan
Perlembagaan
Persekutuan akan
dibincangkan secara
terperinci.

Menteri Besar, Amiru-
din Shari berkata, Sultan
Selangor, Sultan Sharafud-
din Idris Shah juga sedang
meneliti kembali pemben-
tangan kertas tersebut.

Beliau berkata, pihak-
nya juga akan merujuk
Sultan Sharafuddin selepas
perundingan dengan se-

perlembagaan dan niat
terhadap pindaan itu,” ka-
tanya kepada pemberita
selepas Majlis Sambutan
Hari Raya Aidiladha di Ke-
diaman Rasmi Menteri
Besar Selangor semalam.
Khamis lalu, pimpinan
Pakatan Harapan (PH) Se-
langor sebulat suara me-
nyatakan sokongan terha-
dap pimpinan Amirudin
sebagai Menteri Besar se-
kali gus menafikan wujud
gerakan untuk menying-
kirkan beliau melalui undi
tidak percaya.
Desas-desus mengenai
perkara itu tercetus apabi-
la Amirudin dikatakan
cuba membawa usul pin-
daan enakmen tersebut

“Jadi kita akan bin-
cangkan perkara ini de-
ngan teliti dan apabila dah
buat keputusan, baru kita
akan fikirkan langkah-
langkah seterusnya,” kata-
nya.

Dalam pada itu,
Amirudin berkata, beliau
juga perlu merujuk kem-
bali empat Exco yang
menghadap Sultan Sela-
ngor pada Khamis lalu
bagi meneliti semula inti-
pati pertemuan tersebut.

“Saya tak terlibat dalam
pertemuan itu jadi saya
harus merujuk kembali
empat Exco terbabit. Se-
karang cuti dan saya harus
teliti semula berkaitan per-
bincangan itu,” katanya.

MediaTitle Sinar Harian
Date 13 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
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Page No 29 Readership 420,000
Language Malay ArticleSize 294 cm?
Journalist ASYRAF MUHAMMAD AdValue RM 6,233 — |
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Pindaan mua pimpinan parti di namun mendapat ten-
Sel: berhub - tangan daripada pimpi
enakmen akan k:r:rzfzr erhubung per DAg;n aripada pimpinan
dibinca ng secara “Ini adalah perdebatan Ketika ditanya menga-
teliti perundangan dan ada  paisu tersebut dibangkit-
elilt beberapa pendapat yang  kan ketika pentadbiran
perlu dilihat secara beliau Amirudin berkata,
keseluruhan. terdapat beberapa penyu-
ASYRAF MUHAMMAD “Kitalihat keseluruhan ~ sunan semula daripada
semangat yang ada dalam  pihak berkuasa agama.
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Blasting works rattle residents
The Star

13 Aug 2019

Metro

1,4

English

GRACE CHEN

Daily

2 .“.\ ‘ -

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
175,986
527,958
615 cm?2
RM 31,070
RM 93,209

Resident Hai Len Fong said she had to wmmkguum.

-
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Shortcut across states

People of Sepang have been assured that a long- -awaited road bridge connecting
them to Bukit Pelanduk in Negri Sembilan will be built, but enwronmentallsts
fear the project will lead to more mangrove deforestation. >2&3

B

Vital link: Although there is a ferry service plying
the Sungai Pelek-Bukit Pelanduk route, motorists
cannot use it and have a longer way to travel to get
to the other side. — SAMUEL ONG/The Star
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By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

IT HAS been 20 years since a road
bridge was proposed across Sungai
Sepang to connect Sungai Pelek in
Sepang to Bukit Pelanduk in Port
Dickson, Negri Sembilan, and
many are still wondering if this
will come to fruition.

Motorists are eager to know the
outcome of the proposal pitched by
politicians as nothing has been
done about it. *

It normally takes 30 minutes to
da.tiia\;f from Jalan Sungai Pelek to
] Lukut-S to get to Bukit

g epang to get

The road bridge could reduce
travelling time to only two minutes.

Motorcyclists, cyclists and pedes-
trians have it easier as there is a
ferry service for them to get across
that takes only two minutes.

“The politicians have been talk-
ing about this road bridge for the
past 20 years but nothing has mate-
rialised,” said Sungai Pelek resident
Siow Hock Yong.
hasuﬁ'eh thOf fle'esldents, Siow

n using the ferry service
plying the Sungai Pelek-Bukit

The ferry service plying the Sungai Pelek-Bukit Pelanduk route is limited to motorcycles and pe

T Y AR A Y S

SIE 0

destrians only. — Photos: SAMUEL ONG/The Star

‘Project will affect
river ecosystem’

Road bridge can be built but not at expense
of mangrove forest, authorities reminded

Pelanduk route. >

Another resident David Toh said
they were told during the cam-

for the last general elec-
tion that the project would take
place soon.

“Then nearing last mid-Autumn
celebrations, we saw some govern-
ment officials taking measure-
ments of the road.

“It's been months now. We hope
the d]_)mjm will take off soon,” he
sal

However, not everyone is happy

with the idea to build a road bridge.

Ferry service operator Tan Kah
Chai was worried that his liveli-
hood and that of his four partners
would be affected.

He takes comfort in the fact that
the project, if it takes off, would
take a few years to be completed
and this would give him time to
find another way to earn a living.

“I am also hoping for some com-
pensation from the government.

“As it is, [ pay more than RM500
yearly to the Selangor Water
Management Authority (LUAS) and
Marine Department for boat and
operator licences. :

“They should at least give us
some consideration looking at the
years of service we have provided,”
said Tan.

Road project is on
Sungai Pelek assemblyman
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Mat Zen's Fishing
Jetty at Kampung
Jelutong Indah has
been pointed out as

a possible location
for the
connection
of the road

_ bridge.
b b

Ronnie Liu has assured the resi-
dents that there will be a road
bridge but not at the Taman Ria
jetty where the ferry service is
operating.

“This is to avoid increased traf-
fic going into the housing areas.”

A fishing spot known as Mat
Zen's Fishing Jetty at Kampung
[elutong Indah, the fourth mile of
Jalan Sungai Pelek, has been point-
ed out as a possible location for
the connection of the road bridge.

But residents would have to
wait, said Liu.

“The Public Works Department
(JKR} has yet to announce when
the project will start but it is
certainly in the plan,” he added.

Selangor Department of
Environment (DOE) director
Shafee’e Yasin said it had received
the first schedule of the environ-
mental assessment report from
project owner Rural Development
Ministry and consultant Wiranda
Sdn Bhd last June.

According to the plan, the pro-
ject will be divided into three

hases.

Phase 1 will be the construction
of a 911m bridge connecting
Sungai Pelek to Kampung India in
Bukit Pelanduk.

Phase 2 and Phase 3 is the
upgrading of 475m of exis!
roads and the construction o
roads stretcling a distance of
2.7

Ronnle Liu

new

A check with JKR Port Dickson
confirmed that the connection
bridge is still at the proposal stage.

It has been forwarded to JKR
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur for
consideration as it will involve the
Selangor government due to the
matter of land acquisition.

" Project will affect river ecosystem®

Problems to foresee

A Sepang Land and District
Office spokesman said the project
would encroach into the man-
grove forests an the Selangor side
which was gazetted as the Kuala
Sepang Forest Reserve,

Any construction work would
need approval from the Forestry

ent, he said, adding that
the project would attract the
fon of envir

“Construction work will damage
the primary mangrove forest and
affect the river ecosystem,”
warned environmental consultant
and auditor Ridzuan Said.

As mangrove forests are where
fish breed and lay eggs, their
destruction would cause a chain
effect in dwindling ﬂsh:;rpl;.
jeopardising the livelih o
Sepang fishermen, he added.

“Judging from the width of the
river and current boat traffic, it is
most likely that a cantilever bridge
will have to be bullt so that vessels
can pass underneath.”

He added that the presence of
bridge columns would affect the

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

river flow and cause sedimenta-
tion.

Urging decision-makers to con-
sider the proposed project with
care, Ridzuan suggested that it
would make more economical
sense to improve and increase the
frequency of ferry services rather
than resort to mangrove deforest-
ation,

MyMangrove coordinator and
Universiti Ke! an Malaysia
(UEM) research fellow Dr A.
Aldrie Amir said a feasibility study
must be carried out to ensure a
real need for the road bridge in
terms of volume usage and effi-
ciency.

He also reminded the authori-
ties that those concerned were still
ol to terms with the effects of
an earlier road project that
required clearing of mangrove
forest at the Environment
Interpretive Centre in Pekan

Sepang.

Under that project, the man-
grove forest had to make way for
the upgrading of Jalan Besar Salak
from a single-lane road 1o a four-
lane dual carriageway.

Full Color
175,986
527,958
2327 cm?2
RM 117,559
RM 352,678

Motorists and
lorry drivers
who cannot
use the ferry
have to resort
to a 30-minute
journey to

get to the
other side.
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DOE believes bad smell in Klang due to pollutant

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

THE Selangor Department of
Environment (DOE) is facing a
challenge to identify the constant
bad odour at Taman Teluk Gedung
Indah (TTGI) in Port Klang.

A spokesman said the depart-
ment was now checking on the
source of the smell.

“It might be because of various
sourcessuchasmﬁgllybuﬂed
rotting garbage or factories
releasing chemicals. Quantifying
odour and being able to nail the
whm:lyma’he

He said DOE would open an
imtesdgation paper since it has

received complaints.

“DOE will ascertain areas where
odour is overpowering and the
case is being treated as a

~But, the people must understand
‘that the odour is a secondary
pollutant and a by-product of some
other kind of pollution,” he said.
- On July 12, StarMetro highlight-

‘Up inarms over

‘dumpsite stink

Portl(]arngresldentssayunbeamblesbend‘uis o
atitsmstuﬂyhﬂaemorrﬁmandatn!ﬂt

StarMetro's report on July 12.
ed the complaints of TTGI residents Resident Steven Teo Abdullah, 43,

regarding a strange rancid smell described the stench as “torture”
which residents described as a pile  until he moved from the area.
of manure. “It is difficult to describe the
People have had to endure the smell. It is like a mix of som
stench for nearly two decades smoke and wastewater.

without the matter being resolved. ~ smell is at its worst around dawn

until about 6.45am. And it gets just
S e leaves s dhney
eaves us all nauseous.”
Some 900 residents live in the
urhood of double-storey
um-cost terrace houses, low-
cost flats and shops.

TTGI Residents” Association
chairman Zulkifli Saad, 49, urged
the authorities to get to the bottom
of the issue and resolve the matter.

Department director Dawari Daud
said his officers checked the mud
flats across a river flowing along
the border of the housing area but
did not see any new illegal
dumping site.

“In the there were activities
of dom and open
burning that cause a putrid
smell, but we have clamped down
gar}iuchumpmﬂhlem he

“On MPK’s side we will keep
constant supervision to ensure no
such illegal activities occur,” added
Dawari.
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Press bﬂeﬁng: An'lll'udin speaklns to l'eporﬁer‘s at the Hari Raya Aidildha event at his official

MB: Unilateral
conversion
changes will
be studied

Sultan Sharafuddin is also relooking
the proposed amendments

By WANI MUTHIAH
wani@thestar.commy

SHAH ALAM: The proposed amendments to
the Syariah enactment on unilateral conver-
sion will be scrutinised within the context of
the Federal Constitution as well as the inten-
tion behind it (the amendment), said Selangor
Mentri Besar Amirudin Shari.

The state’s inability to table it recently at
the state assembly now allows the state gov-
ernment “the time and space to discuss the
matter thoroughly”.

“Once our discussions are over, we will
initiate the next step,” Amirudin told journal-
ists at a Hari Raya Aidildha event at his offi-
cial residence yesterday,

The mentri besar also disclosed that
Selangor Ruler Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
was relooking the proposed amendment.

In the meantime, Amirudin said he would
also hold discussions with relevant parties
and leaders at state and federal levels on the
proposed enactment.

“I will then refer the matter to His Royal
Highness the Sultan,” he added.

To a question if Sultan Sharafuddin had
decided to relook the proposed amendments
after an audience with the state's non-Muslim

tive

mmmmmmmmw

The amendment that will pave the way for
unilateral conversion of minor children had
ruffled some feathers when it was almost
tabled at the state legislative assembly sit-

ting.

Four non-Muslim state executive council-
lors - Datuk Teng Chang Khim, Ng Tze Han
and V. Ganabathirao from DAP and Hee Loy
Sian from PKR - had sought an audience and
met with Sultan Sharafuddin last week.

Amirudin said he would meet the four
mcunve councillors to find out what had
tr ired at their g wtih the Ruler.

He reiterated that the | sed amend-
ments would be th examined and
discussed as it involved provisions in the
Federal Constitution. .

To a guestion as to why the proposal to
amendtggenamnem did not arise during the
tenure of the previous mentris besar,
Amirudin said there were several considera-
tions regarding the matter in the past.

“We are looking at it because it was ed
and arranged by the religious auth

“So, we will discuss the matter, Currmtly

everyone is waiting and once a decision has

been achieved, only then will we think about
subsequent measures,” he added.

The amendments were proposed

at the state legislative sitting earlier
this month but halted after the session was
ned before the Bill was called up.

r DAP chairman Gobind Singh Deo
had iss;e: a strongly worded statement
against proposed amendment.

The MCA has also been vocal against the
proposed change in the state’s Syariah law
which will require one parent’s consent
l:-efomaminorchﬂglgymn

CmenﬂuSemur,SahﬂhmdPenangare
the only states in Malaysia that require the
consent of both parents.
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MB must explain stand, says Fahmi

2 PKR's political bureau meeting the place to explain
proposed amendment on unilateral conversion of minors

[ BY RAJVINDER SINGH
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Selangor Mentri Besar
Amirudin Shari must explain why he wants to
promote a proposed amendment to allow the
unilateral conversion of minors in the state, PKR
said yesterday.

The party’s communications director Fahmi
Fadzil said Amirudun should appear before the
party’s political bureau to explain his position.

“The party’s political bureau meeting is the
perfect place for him to explain himself,’ Fahmi
told theSun echoing the view of the party’s vice-
president Zuraida Kamaruddin.

Zuraida, who is also housing and local
government minister, had said Amirudin must
explain why he attempted to push through an
amendment to a state enactment to change the
wording regarding the conversion of minors.

She said the party’s stand is to abide by the

Federal Constitution on this matter.

The mentri besar had confirmed he wanted
to table the amendment during the previous
state assembly meeting but decided to leave the
matter to Speaker Ng Suee Lim, who did not
introduce the amendment.

Amirudin had also stated that he still intends
to table the controversial bill in the coming state
sitting “if there is a need to do so”

The amendment to a state Islamic
enactment on the religious conversion of
minors seeks to alter the current requirement
for both parents’ consent to that of either
parent.

The Federal Court last year made a landmark
ruling that the consent of both parents is
needed for the conversion of minors. It upheld
that the word “parent” in the constitution
constitutes both the parents of a child in the M.
Indira Gandhi custody case after her Hindu
husband became a Muslim and unilaterally

converted their children.

Unilateral conversions arose from the
Bahasa Melayu translation of the Federal
Constitution that interpreted the word “parent”

Amirudin at a
news conference
yesterday at his
official residence
in Shah Alam
held in
conjunction with
Hari Raya
Aidiladha. -
BERNAMAPIX

as “ibu atau bapa” (mother or father) but the
constitution contains guidance that singular
forms also represented the plural and vice
versa.
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Shortcut across states

People of Sepang have been assured that a long- -awaited road bridge connecting
them to Bukit Pelanduk in Negri Sembilan will be built, but enwronmentallsts
fear the project will lead to more mangrove deforestation. >2&3

B

Vital link: Although there is a ferry service plying
the Sungai Pelek-Bukit Pelanduk route, motorists
cannot use it and have a longer way to travel to get
to the other side. — SAMUEL ONG/The Star
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By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

IT HAS been 20 years since a road
bridge was proposed across Sungai
Sepang to connect Sungai Pelek in
Sepang to Bukit Pelanduk in Port
Dickson, Negri Sembilan, and
many are still wondering if this
will come to fruition.

Motorists are eager to know the
outcome of the proposal pitched by
politicians as nothing has been
done about it. *

It normally takes 30 minutes to
da.tiia\;f from Jalan Sungai Pelek to
] Lukut-S to get to Bukit

g epang to get

The road bridge could reduce
travelling time to only two minutes.

Motorcyclists, cyclists and pedes-
trians have it easier as there is a
ferry service for them to get across
that takes only two minutes.

“The politicians have been talk-
ing about this road bridge for the
past 20 years but nothing has mate-
rialised,” said Sungai Pelek resident
Siow Hock Yong.
hasuﬁ'eh thOf fle'esldents, Siow

n using the ferry service
plying the Sungai Pelek-Bukit

The ferry service plying the Sungai Pelek-Bukit Pelanduk route is limited to motorcycles and pe

T Y AR A Y S

SIE 0

destrians only. — Photos: SAMUEL ONG/The Star

‘Project will affect
river ecosystem’

Road bridge can be built but not at expense
of mangrove forest, authorities reminded

Pelanduk route. >

Another resident David Toh said
they were told during the cam-

for the last general elec-
tion that the project would take
place soon.

“Then nearing last mid-Autumn
celebrations, we saw some govern-
ment officials taking measure-
ments of the road.

“It's been months now. We hope
the d]_)mjm will take off soon,” he
sal

However, not everyone is happy

with the idea to build a road bridge.

Ferry service operator Tan Kah
Chai was worried that his liveli-
hood and that of his four partners
would be affected.

He takes comfort in the fact that
the project, if it takes off, would
take a few years to be completed
and this would give him time to
find another way to earn a living.

“I am also hoping for some com-
pensation from the government.

“As it is, [ pay more than RM500
yearly to the Selangor Water
Management Authority (LUAS) and
Marine Department for boat and
operator licences. :

“They should at least give us
some consideration looking at the
years of service we have provided,”
said Tan.

Road project is on
Sungai Pelek assemblyman
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Mat Zen's Fishing
Jetty at Kampung
Jelutong Indah has
been pointed out as

a possible location
for the
connection
of the road

_ bridge.
b b

Ronnie Liu has assured the resi-
dents that there will be a road
bridge but not at the Taman Ria
jetty where the ferry service is
operating.

“This is to avoid increased traf-
fic going into the housing areas.”

A fishing spot known as Mat
Zen's Fishing Jetty at Kampung
[elutong Indah, the fourth mile of
Jalan Sungai Pelek, has been point-
ed out as a possible location for
the connection of the road bridge.

But residents would have to
wait, said Liu.

“The Public Works Department
(JKR} has yet to announce when
the project will start but it is
certainly in the plan,” he added.

Selangor Department of
Environment (DOE) director
Shafee’e Yasin said it had received
the first schedule of the environ-
mental assessment report from
project owner Rural Development
Ministry and consultant Wiranda
Sdn Bhd last June.

According to the plan, the pro-
ject will be divided into three

hases.

Phase 1 will be the construction
of a 911m bridge connecting
Sungai Pelek to Kampung India in
Bukit Pelanduk.

Phase 2 and Phase 3 is the
upgrading of 475m of exis!
roads and the construction o
roads stretcling a distance of
2.7

Ronnle Liu

new

A check with JKR Port Dickson
confirmed that the connection
bridge is still at the proposal stage.

It has been forwarded to JKR
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur for
consideration as it will involve the
Selangor government due to the
matter of land acquisition.

" Project will affect river ecosystem®

Problems to foresee

A Sepang Land and District
Office spokesman said the project
would encroach into the man-
grove forests an the Selangor side
which was gazetted as the Kuala
Sepang Forest Reserve,

Any construction work would
need approval from the Forestry

ent, he said, adding that
the project would attract the
fon of envir

“Construction work will damage
the primary mangrove forest and
affect the river ecosystem,”
warned environmental consultant
and auditor Ridzuan Said.

As mangrove forests are where
fish breed and lay eggs, their
destruction would cause a chain
effect in dwindling ﬂsh:;rpl;.
jeopardising the livelih o
Sepang fishermen, he added.

“Judging from the width of the
river and current boat traffic, it is
most likely that a cantilever bridge
will have to be bullt so that vessels
can pass underneath.”

He added that the presence of
bridge columns would affect the

Color
Circulation
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ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

river flow and cause sedimenta-
tion.

Urging decision-makers to con-
sider the proposed project with
care, Ridzuan suggested that it
would make more economical
sense to improve and increase the
frequency of ferry services rather
than resort to mangrove deforest-
ation,

MyMangrove coordinator and
Universiti Ke! an Malaysia
(UEM) research fellow Dr A.
Aldrie Amir said a feasibility study
must be carried out to ensure a
real need for the road bridge in
terms of volume usage and effi-
ciency.

He also reminded the authori-
ties that those concerned were still
ol to terms with the effects of
an earlier road project that
required clearing of mangrove
forest at the Environment
Interpretive Centre in Pekan

Sepang.

Under that project, the man-
grove forest had to make way for
the upgrading of Jalan Besar Salak
from a single-lane road 1o a four-
lane dual carriageway.
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Motorists and
lorry drivers
who cannot
use the ferry
have to resort
to a 30-minute
journey to

get to the
other side.
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DOE believes bad smell in Klang due to pollutant

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

THE Selangor Department of
Environment (DOE) is facing a
challenge to identify the constant
bad odour at Taman Teluk Gedung
Indah (TTGI) in Port Klang.

A spokesman said the depart-
ment was now checking on the
source of the smell.

“It might be because of various
sourcessuchasmﬁgllybuﬂed
rotting garbage or factories
releasing chemicals. Quantifying
odour and being able to nail the
whm:lyma’he

He said DOE would open an
imtesdgation paper since it has

received complaints.

“DOE will ascertain areas where
odour is overpowering and the
case is being treated as a

~But, the people must understand
‘that the odour is a secondary
pollutant and a by-product of some
other kind of pollution,” he said.
- On July 12, StarMetro highlight-

‘Up inarms over

‘dumpsite stink

Portl(]arngresldentssayunbeamblesbend‘uis o
atitsmstuﬂyhﬂaemorrﬁmandatn!ﬂt

StarMetro's report on July 12.
ed the complaints of TTGI residents Resident Steven Teo Abdullah, 43,

regarding a strange rancid smell described the stench as “torture”
which residents described as a pile  until he moved from the area.
of manure. “It is difficult to describe the
People have had to endure the smell. It is like a mix of som
stench for nearly two decades smoke and wastewater.

without the matter being resolved. ~ smell is at its worst around dawn

until about 6.45am. And it gets just
S e leaves s dhney
eaves us all nauseous.”
Some 900 residents live in the
urhood of double-storey
um-cost terrace houses, low-
cost flats and shops.

TTGI Residents” Association
chairman Zulkifli Saad, 49, urged
the authorities to get to the bottom
of the issue and resolve the matter.

Department director Dawari Daud
said his officers checked the mud
flats across a river flowing along
the border of the housing area but
did not see any new illegal
dumping site.

“In the there were activities
of dom and open
burning that cause a putrid
smell, but we have clamped down
gar}iuchumpmﬂhlem he

“On MPK’s side we will keep
constant supervision to ensure no
such illegal activities occur,” added
Dawari.
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Press bﬂeﬁng: An'lll'udin speaklns to l'eporﬁer‘s at the Hari Raya Aidildha event at his official

MB: Unilateral
conversion
changes will
be studied

Sultan Sharafuddin is also relooking
the proposed amendments

By WANI MUTHIAH
wani@thestar.commy

SHAH ALAM: The proposed amendments to
the Syariah enactment on unilateral conver-
sion will be scrutinised within the context of
the Federal Constitution as well as the inten-
tion behind it (the amendment), said Selangor
Mentri Besar Amirudin Shari.

The state’s inability to table it recently at
the state assembly now allows the state gov-
ernment “the time and space to discuss the
matter thoroughly”.

“Once our discussions are over, we will
initiate the next step,” Amirudin told journal-
ists at a Hari Raya Aidildha event at his offi-
cial residence yesterday,

The mentri besar also disclosed that
Selangor Ruler Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
was relooking the proposed amendment.

In the meantime, Amirudin said he would
also hold discussions with relevant parties
and leaders at state and federal levels on the
proposed enactment.

“I will then refer the matter to His Royal
Highness the Sultan,” he added.

To a question if Sultan Sharafuddin had
decided to relook the proposed amendments
after an audience with the state's non-Muslim

tive

mmmmmmmmw

The amendment that will pave the way for
unilateral conversion of minor children had
ruffled some feathers when it was almost
tabled at the state legislative assembly sit-

ting.

Four non-Muslim state executive council-
lors - Datuk Teng Chang Khim, Ng Tze Han
and V. Ganabathirao from DAP and Hee Loy
Sian from PKR - had sought an audience and
met with Sultan Sharafuddin last week.

Amirudin said he would meet the four
mcunve councillors to find out what had
tr ired at their g wtih the Ruler.

He reiterated that the | sed amend-
ments would be th examined and
discussed as it involved provisions in the
Federal Constitution. .

To a guestion as to why the proposal to
amendtggenamnem did not arise during the
tenure of the previous mentris besar,
Amirudin said there were several considera-
tions regarding the matter in the past.

“We are looking at it because it was ed
and arranged by the religious auth

“So, we will discuss the matter, Currmtly

everyone is waiting and once a decision has

been achieved, only then will we think about
subsequent measures,” he added.

The amendments were proposed

at the state legislative sitting earlier
this month but halted after the session was
ned before the Bill was called up.

r DAP chairman Gobind Singh Deo
had iss;e: a strongly worded statement
against proposed amendment.

The MCA has also been vocal against the
proposed change in the state’s Syariah law
which will require one parent’s consent
l:-efomaminorchﬂglgymn

CmenﬂuSemur,SahﬂhmdPenangare
the only states in Malaysia that require the
consent of both parents.

Powered by: &@isentia



Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

MB must explain stand, says Fahmi
The Sun

13 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
National Circulation 297,582
1,2 Readership 892,746
English ArticleSize 333 cm?
RAJVINDER SINGH AdValue RM 8,546
Daily PR Value RM 25,638
‘MB must explain stand
on unilateral conversion’
10 page 2

Powered by: @isentia



Headline
MediaTitle

MB must explain stand, says Fahmi
The Sun

Date 13 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
Section National Circulation 297,582
Page No 1,2 Readership 892,746
Language English ArticleSize 333 cm?2
Journalist RAJVINDER SINGH AdValue RM 8,546

Frequency Daily PR Value RM 25,638

MB must explain stand, says Fahmi

2 PKR's political bureau meeting the place to explain
proposed amendment on unilateral conversion of minors

[ BY RAJVINDER SINGH
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Selangor Mentri Besar
Amirudin Shari must explain why he wants to
promote a proposed amendment to allow the
unilateral conversion of minors in the state, PKR
said yesterday.

The party’s communications director Fahmi
Fadzil said Amirudun should appear before the
party’s political bureau to explain his position.

“The party’s political bureau meeting is the
perfect place for him to explain himself,’ Fahmi
told theSun echoing the view of the party’s vice-
president Zuraida Kamaruddin.

Zuraida, who is also housing and local
government minister, had said Amirudin must
explain why he attempted to push through an
amendment to a state enactment to change the
wording regarding the conversion of minors.

She said the party’s stand is to abide by the

Federal Constitution on this matter.

The mentri besar had confirmed he wanted
to table the amendment during the previous
state assembly meeting but decided to leave the
matter to Speaker Ng Suee Lim, who did not
introduce the amendment.

Amirudin had also stated that he still intends
to table the controversial bill in the coming state
sitting “if there is a need to do so”

The amendment to a state Islamic
enactment on the religious conversion of
minors seeks to alter the current requirement
for both parents’ consent to that of either
parent.

The Federal Court last year made a landmark
ruling that the consent of both parents is
needed for the conversion of minors. It upheld
that the word “parent” in the constitution
constitutes both the parents of a child in the M.
Indira Gandhi custody case after her Hindu
husband became a Muslim and unilaterally

converted their children.

Unilateral conversions arose from the
Bahasa Melayu translation of the Federal
Constitution that interpreted the word “parent”

Amirudin at a
news conference
yesterday at his
official residence
in Shah Alam
held in
conjunction with
Hari Raya
Aidiladha. -
BERNAMAPIX

as “ibu atau bapa” (mother or father) but the
constitution contains guidance that singular
forms also represented the plural and vice
versa.
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